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A native of Emmaus, PA, and former student of Dr. Allan Birney, pianist Joanne Pearce Martin is the 
Principal Keyboardist of the Los Angeles Philharmonic, appointed by Esa-Pekka Salonen in 2001. A 
graduate of Philadelphia's Curtis Institute, where she was a student of both Eleanor and Vladimir 
Sokoloff, she balances a busy career as soloist, chamber musician, & recording artist. She has been a 
featured performer with the LA Phil on many occasions at both the Hollywood Bowl and the Walt Disney 
Concert Hall. Several recent performances have spotlighted Ms. Pearce Martin as soloist under the baton 
of Gustavo Dudamel, most recently to kick off the LA Phil’s 2018-19 Centennial season with 
Beethoven’s Triple Concerto. Joanne’s playing of the same Beethoven can also be heard on the 
soundtrack of the film “The Soloist”, starring Jamie Foxx. With Dudamel again on the podium, she was 
also the piano soloist in a sold-out and critically-acclaimed performance of Messiaen's epic 100-minute 
work “Des canyons aux étoiles” at London's Barbican Centre.  

Ms. Pearce Martin has been the subject of several national television features, and has collaborated 
frequently cellist Lynn Harrell and violinist Joshua Bell. With Bell, she has made many television and  

concert appearances, including the Tavis Smiley Show and a PBS “Great Performances” live concert 
from Las Vegas’ Smith Center of the Performing Arts. Another recent PBS “Great Performances” 
broadcast was a quartet performance with LA Phil colleagues to honor composer John Williams in a 
“Grammy Salute to Musical Legends”.  

Ms. Pearce Martin has also performed at dozens of music series and festivals spanning 4 continents, 
collaborating in recital with artists such as Sir James Galway, Jean-Pierre Rampal, Steven Isserlis, Julius 
Baker, & Joseph Silverstein. She has been guest soloist with many other orchestras in the U.S. and 
abroad, including the Philadelphia Orchestra, Charlotte Symphony, Los Angeles Chamber Orchestra, 
Florida West Coast Symphony, and England’s Huddersfield Philharmonic. Other Los Angeles solo 
highlights include special performances with the LA Phil in the music of John Adams, with the composer 
conducting.  

As a young pianist in the Lehigh Valley, Joanne played concertos with several of the area's orchestras, 
including the Allentown Symphony, the Pennsylvania Sinfonia, and the Moravian College Orchestra. She 
always enjoys returning to Allentown to perform, and has appeared twice in the last  

decade with the Allentown Symphony and Diane Wittry – first as soloist in an innovative program 
recreating the “Bell Telephone Hour”, and more recently alongside her husband Gavin Martin, with 
whom she has enjoyed a 2-piano team partnership for over 30 years.  

She is delighted to be making her second appearance playing Rhapsody in Blue with the Allentown Band. 
Ronald Demkee gave her the privilege to play it as a teenager for the very first time.  

Her playing has been described by the Los Angeles Times as possessing “unusual fervor and fluency” and 
“stirring virtuosity”. When she’s not making music, you might find Joanne up in the air - she is an 
instrument-rated airplane pilot and master-rated skydiver.  

Joanne Pearce Martin is a Steinway Artist. 

	


